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URBAN DEVELOPMENT IN 18TH CENTURY INDIA IN THE
LIGHT OF CIVILISATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS
Suyash Sherekar1
Abstract
Cities, the world over, have shaped civilisations over millennia. It is in urban
agglomerations where ideas are born and identities are preserved. The sacred
geography of India’s civilisation too is woven with perennial rivers and perpetually burgeoning cities. This paper assesses urban development in 18th century
India, marked by the political rise of indigenous empires, largely the Marathas,
Jats, and Sikhs. With the decline of the political importance of Delhi, especially
as a capital, the history of the subcontinent took a multi-dimensional turn with
the mushrooming of new urban centres such as Pune, Nagpur, Jaipur, and Indore, to name a few. We assess this development by taking two city-level case
studies: Pune (the seat of the Peshwa, which served as the de-facto capital of
the country) and Jaipur (founded in 1727 by Raja Sawai Jai Singh II, built along
the lines of the Vāstu Śāstra). The latter half of the century was dominated by
the religious revivalism of Ahilyabai Holkar, who patronized construction activities that spanned across the country. We also learn that age-old cities such as
Varanasi, although not under direct Indian rule, witnessed incremental urban
development courtesy the Marathas and Rajputs after Aurangzeb’s onslaught,
which ravaged the city. Since the Indian experience in developing cities is at
least seven millennia old, it is imperative that one looks at the evolution of our
urban landscape through a historical perspective. The paper thus examines,
through a socio-political lens, the urban developments in the 18th century and
how dynasties have negotiated change while contributing to the greater goal of
developing Bharat in their individualcapabilities.
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Introduction
For a long period, Indian historiography has been replete with narratives that
paint the 18th century as a period of anarchy. However, this Delhi-centric view
that hinges on the decline of the Mughals does not hold much water when juxtaposed with the whole of the Indian subcontinent. At the onset of the 18th century in India, history itself took a multi-dimensional turn when the so-called
“regional powers” exercised their right to political assertion. The death of Aurangzeb prompted the Marathas to attain grants to levy taxes in the six subhas
(provinces) of the Deccan in 1713. Around the same time, breaking free from
the Mughal hegemony, Sawai Jai Singh II of the Kachhwaha Rajputs shifted
his capital from Amber to the newly built city of Jaipur. The influence of the
Bundelas, Jats, and later the Sikhs in the Indian polity only grew in the coming
years.
Marred by several infightings, individual conjectures, naked ambitions to
settle personal scores, and many other reasons (beyond the scope of this paper), Indian rulers failed to carve out a state for India as a single political entity. The East India Company’s missionary zeal to colonize India paved the way
for the permanent establishment of the British Empire in 1858. However, one
cannot deny that by then Indians had realized thecivilisational prowess of their
motherland. The political experiment of the Maratha Empire, which extended
at a point from Attock near Peshawar to Cuttack in Kalinga, also carved out a
spiritual, cultural, and socio-religious awareness about India being a continuing civilisation, if not a single political nation. This paper aims to assess the civilisational intent reflected in the urban development carried out by Indic rulers
inpost-Mughal India.
A case for a civilisational outlook in urban development can be built by
claiming Indian exceptionalism in the field. It is imperative that we study Indian contributions and experiments in urban design while attributing them to
their regional terminologies. Interested readers will find the glossary of Indian
terminologies with their definitions highlighting regional nuances useful. Jaipur is studied in the context of its establishment, which is based on traditional
Indian methods, including the Vāstu Śāstra. On the other hand, the evolution
of Pune is examined in the light of being seen as an alternative capital of the Indian polity with the rise of the Marathas in the 18th century. One must also take
into consideration the coming into light of new urban centres such as Nagpur,
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Indore, Nashik, etc., which are evolving as buzzing metropolises today. The rejuvenation of pilgrimage sites and the reconstruction of temples and ghat-s as
well as rebuilding ancient cities such as Varanasi after centuries of destruction
are testimony to the same resilient civilisation.
The methodology of the study included personal excursions to the cities
mentioned above. The inferences so drawn are based on documentation, the
examination of planning and human settlements, and the survey of urban elements carried out duringthe study.
City-wise Case Studies
In the 18th century, due to political stability and increasing rural to urban migration, urbanisation paved the way for the development of new cities in the
subcontinent. The selection of the cities of Jaipur and Pune in this study was
not only because of the size of the establishments and their political prominence as capital cities but also of the different ways in which they have evolved.
While Jaipur stood out for being a one-of-a-kind planned city in modern India,
Pune stands out as a strategic development of clusters; the city as a whole developed naturally without any determinedplanning.
Jaipur
Historical Evolution. It was in 1727 CE when the Kachhwaha ruler of the
Rajput Kingdom of Dhundhar laid the foundation of his new capital “Sawai
Jainagar,” popularly known as Jaipur. The transfer of administrative activities
from the erstwhile capital of Amber to the newly evolving Jaipur was prompted
due to various geopolitical,geographical, and societal reasons. The citadel town
of Amber (Amer) was developed ona forested hillock, with the city centre at the
top and concentric development of the city along the steep slopes. Raja Sawai
Jai Singh II, who took over the reign in 1699, realizedthat the topography posed
constraints on further expansion and challenges in fetching basic amenities for
livelihood. Also, with the decline of the Mughal Empire, Sawai Jai Singh wanted
to assert his power and thus break away from the old tradition of Amer, which
showed loyalty towards the Mughal Emperor. All of this culminated in the new
city of Jaipur, which finds its place today as one of the first planned cities in the
contemporary world.
The Scheme. The planning of Jaipur laid a new paradigm as a planned city
in the agrarian age. The site selected was in the valley, south of the Amber hills.
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Jaipur attained strategic geopolitical importance as it lay at the intersection of
three trade routes—opening northwest India to Ajmer while connecting Delhi
to Agra. The tourismtriangle of Delhi-Jaipur-Agra remains relevant to date.

Figure 1: The Scheme
The organisation follows the concept of Navagraha Mandala based on the
Vāstu Śāstraand Śilpa Śāstra, the ancient Indian treatises on architecture and
planning. With the help of the Bengali architect Vidyadhar Bhattacharya, Sawai
Jai Singh II formulated a 3x3 grid of 9 sectors with varied dimensions on the
plains, with an extended block at the South-West corner. A central axis that
forms the major boulevard runs from the Chandrapole Gate (flanking in the
west the entrance to the Amer fort) to the Surajpole Gate in the east. Two of the
central blocks were reserved for the city centre; development was allowed along
the Govind Dev temple, which was established as the pivot. The city centre also
houses The City Palace or the royal residence and the famous Hawa Mahal.

International Journal of Studies in Public Leadership, Volume II, Issue 2 (November 2021)

107 Suyash Sherekar

Figure 2: Conceptual Masterplan of Jaipur on the Lines of the Navagraha
Mandala System
The remaining seven blocks or chaukri-s extend as residential neighborhoods
that house characteristic dwelling units called haveli-s or courtyard houses.
The housing allotment was hierarchical: dwellings of nobility, larger in size,
were close to the city centre, whereas businessmen, traders, artisans, etc., were
housed on the major roads and the by-lanes. It is important to note that this
hierarchy in planning had more to do with occupational structures and less to
do with the societal caste system, as mistakenly perceived oftentimes. The main
roads intersected at squares called chaupar-s, two of which, namely the Choti
Chaupar and Badi Chaupar, contained water tanks. The residential blocks
were segregated by bazaars or markets, which lined the main road.
The Concept of Mandala in Vāstu Sāstra. The Vāstu Śāstra asks us to
look at any geological entity through the relative wholeness of space, time, and
existence. Theomnipresent co-existence of these three phenomena is central to
the Hindu way of life.
The Advaita Vedanta school of Philosophy defines atman to be one which is
not bound by space, time, and object (existence). The concept of the Vāstu PuInternational Journal of Studies in Public Leadership, Volume II, Issue 2 (November 2021)
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ruṣa Maṇḍala is formulated on the belief that the wholeness of any space lies in
the coexistence of individual sub-entities within the space. Thus, the inter-connectivity of primary blocks gives rise to a larger grid better known as a mandala, when translated visually. The origin of the grid-iron pattern can be traced
back to the cities in the Sindhu-Saraswati civilisation, but its relevance can also
be found in the chaukri-s of Jaipur that make up acity-wide larger mandala.
Takeaway. The city of Jaipur was developed strategically with a master
plan that was based heavily on the Indic traditions in urban planning. Being
an astrologer himself, Raja Sawai Jai Singh II interpreted and contextualised
the ancient principles of Vāstu Śāstra. His scientific temperament and belief in
methodology were also reflected in the Jantar Mantar—the astronomical observatory he built close to the City Palace.
His devoutness towards the presiding deity of the town lay in the establishment of the Govind Dev Temple right in the centre of the city. In Jaipur,
the use of Gateways is employed in many ways to highlight the importance of
transitioning from one place to another. Gateways embolden the experience
of liminality, allowing one to pause and observe the space while transitioning
between two places, each with its distinct character. The laying of main roads
and the chaukri-s carved out community spaces like the chaupar-s and markets to foster human interaction. The bazaars paved way for a sound mercantile
economy for the kingdom; Jaipur emerged as an important centre of trade and
commerce. The patronage for artisans and craftsmen created a modern, urban
aesthetic of a new Indian city reinterpreting its civilisational ethos.
Pune
Emergence. Pune comes into light in the crossroads of medieval history as
a jagir granted to young Shivaji Maharaj and his mother Jeejabai by Shahaji
Raje, who served under the Adil Shahi rule in the 1630s. It is known that the
temple of the presiding deity of the town, The Kasba Ganpati, was built by Jeejabai upon her arrival in the city. The ravaged countryside was developed and
desired farming practices were included. Shahaji is credited to have built a supplementary town called Shahpura. Apartfrom a few hamlets here and there and
weekly markets, Aurangzeb built cantonments toshelter his troops and notoriously renamed the development Muhiyabad. The jagir of Pune was often exchanged under several nobles and due to political instability, the development
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of the city was restricted.
Development. It was only in the 18th century that Pune emerged as a new city
after the Peshwas established their royal palace, The Shaniwarwada (1732).
The course of the evolution of Pune was natural, unplanned yet strategic. The
first account of large-scale urbanisation took place when businessmen, moneylenders, artisans, and people involved with the services migrated to Pune in the
early 1730s. The evolution of peth-s happened when immigrants from Western
Maharashtra, Konkan, and other parts of the Deccan built their residences or
wada-s alongside the basins of the rivers Mula and Mutha. Owing to the mercantile nature of the economy in the Maratha administration, peth-s became
the epicentre of economic activity in the cities; villages were sources of taxes.
The sophisticated neo-middle-class comprising Pundits, courts men, businessmen, etc., who made the peth-s their home, set the tone for an evolved socialcultural reality—decidedly urban—in the 18th and 19th centuries. As the population increased and the needs of the city evolved, newer peth-s mushroomed,
pushing the peripheries of the city.

Figure 3: Lester, 1871. A Street in the City of Poonah [Watercolour]. British Library
The older locality of Murtazabad was redeveloped as Shaniwar Peth in the precinct of Shaniwarwada. Spaces of public importance such as the Raman Bagh
and the Omkareshwar Mandir were set up by Chimaji Appa, the brother of Bajirao I. Similarly,areas such as Malkapur, Shahpura, and Shaistapura, which had
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lost their importance, were renamed Ravivar Peth, Somwar Peth, and Mangalwar Peth respectively. For security and patrolling, chavdi-s or police stations
were set up in each of the peth-s. Mercantile activity increased rapidly with
permanent accommodation in the peth-s and this generated a new model of
an urban thriving economy. With the growing population, peth-s continued to
develop, dictated by the nature of occupation, which prompted the incumbent
ruler of the time to set up newer peth-s. The demarcation of a peth was done by
setting up temples dedicated to Māruti (Hanuman), which became identified
by the existing context. These temples—Jilbya Maruti, Panchamukhi Maruti,
Pasodi Maruti, to name a few, exist to date, but the boundaries of the peth-s
have blurred. In the areas where nobility lived, parks for recreation including
the Sarabaug, Hirabaug, Natubaug, Tulshibaug, etc., were created. Many parts
of the city were burnt to ashes during the excursions of the Nizam of Hyderabad
in the late 1760s; they were later redeveloped by Peshwa Madhavrao during his
reign. The beauty of Pune reached its pinnacle during celebrations of festivals,
which set the tone of the socio-cultural ethos of the new capital.
The Water Distribution System. As the city continued to spread out
with the development of peth-s farther from the Mula and Mutha rivers, the
problem of availability of water did arise. In summers, residents of the new
peth-s used to run out of water for their basic needs. Those who lived close to
the rivers drew water for their farms and gardens, depriving the newer citizens
of this scarce resource. Thus, to resolve the annual water crisis, Peshwa Nanasaheb initiated the construction of a pipeline that would fetch water from the
artificial lakes built outside the city. The Katraj lake was built at an elevation of
about 720 meters and was connected to a lower-level reservoir through stone
pipelines. From these two lakes, a network of underground tunnels was laid to
bring the water to the city. At intervals of about every 100 ft., gates in the tunnel were opened for cleaning the residue. The tunnel system, which covered a
total distanceof about 15 km in length, was later diverted to a number of private
and public wells called houd-s built at various locations in the city. The Badami
Houd, Tulshibaug Houd, Budhwar Houd, and Phadke Houd were a few among
the famous public water wells which are not in use today. The ingenious water
system was second to none in its time and fetched water to the city, which was
full of natural gradients, using the principle of gravity. In addition to this, Nanasaheb also built a dam on the Ambil odha (canal)—the water from which was
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diverted to the west of Parvati temple and finally flowed into the Mutha river.
The innovative water system and the evolution of peth-s are clearly elaborated inFigure 4 on the following page.

Figure 4 : Conceptual Plan Showing the Water System and the Evolution of
Peth-s in Pune In 1761
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Nanasaheb: The Architect of Pune. Considered the true architect of
Pune, Peshwa Nanasaheb indeed was a man of refined taste. He undertook the
construction ofthe city of Pune, which rose as the de-facto capital of the empire
during his administration. His artistic and intellectual outlook can be traced by
learning about his vision for Pune. He writes in his memoirs about the northern cities in Hindustan, which he visited with his father Peshwa Bajirao I. The
proficiency of the ancient Hindu kings in Sanskrit, their patronage for arts and
classical music, the poise of intellectuals living in the northern cities, the flowers that blossomed against the mighty beautiful buildings— all these left an
indelible mark on the mind of young Nanasaheb, which later shaped his vision
for the city of Pune. His portfolio consists of numerous temples including the
Parvati temple complex as well as many other wada-s and gardens he established in the city.
The city of Pune evolved through a natural course, devoid of any masterplan.
The character of the peth-s respected individuality in a group at the settlement
level, whereas order and symmetry were maintained in facades of the wada-s
flanking the streets. Public infrastructure was mostly religious in nature, as it
bound the society together on many levels. The leadership of Nanasaheb as well
as others contributed to the urban ethos and defined character, which rendered
a distinct identity to the city of Pune.
The Rise of New Urban Centres
Besides Pune and Jaipur, both eminent capital cities, the 18th century also witnessed the rise of alternative power centres within the growing Maratha empire.
Independent territories were earmarked for conquest and the military commanders whowere assigned the job had to oversee the governance thereafter in
those areas.
The city of Nagpur was set up by the Gond King of Deogarh, Bakht Buland
Shah, in the early 1700s. After 1743, the Maratha rulers from the family of
Hingnikar Bhonsales rose to power with Raghuji Bhonsale I capturing large
parts of Orissa, Chhattisgarh, and Berar, thus stabilizing the Nagpur seat of the
Maratha empire. The development of peth-s and bagh-s in the city took place
along the walled precincts of the Mahal. The architecture of the city is defined
by the seven darwaza-s or gateways—the most important being the Shukrawar
Darwaja, which served as the main entrance to the newly developing city. The
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city has intricately carved temples with varied influences in design, which are
a fine specimen of the revivalist Maratha style. The Bhonsale rulers carved out
many artificial lakes for primary water sources, including the Ambazari Lake,
Sonegoan Lake, etc. The city flourished with the immigration of artisans; craftsmen lived in dedicated lanes called Chitar Ali, Kumbhar Ali, Lohar Ali, Attar
Ali, etc., to namea few.
In 1731, Malhar Rao Holkar assumed full charge of his power in Malwa,
making Indore the capital of his province. The city emerged as an important
commercial centre with the establishment of bazaars, temples, and The Rajwada, the royal residence of the Holkars in the 18th century. However, Malhar Rao’s daughter-in-law Ahilyabai Holkar shifted the capital from Indore to
Maheshwar in 1769 during her regime. The ancient town on the banks of the
River Narmada remained the political capital during the thirty- year-long rule
of Ahilyabai. She embellished the town with the construction of a stepped ghat
on the river, flanked by her humble residence and a royal fort. The palatial fortcomplex as well as the ghat holds richly-crafted, intricate temples, a majority
of them dedicated to Shiva. The artistic endeavour of Ahilyabai is also seen in
the development of Maheshwar as a textile town employing handloom weavers
from Mandu and Surat. Maheshwar is a true extension of Ahilyabai’s personality, a political stronghold with a spiritual inclination.
Besides Indore, the erstwhile cities of Malwa, Ujjain and Gwalior continued
to flourish under the Scindia clan. The development of cities in 18th century
India is a subject of research in itself and it is beyond the scope of this paper to
assess all of them.
Renewal of Ancient Indian Cities
The 18th century in India marked the political revival of Indian dynasties such
as the Marathas, which captured large parts of the subcontinent. The Maratha
administration spanned largely urban areas; new cities such as Pune, Nagpur,
and Indore served as the major administrative seats. The idea of India as envisioned by the Maratha rulers was to bring the different nation-states into a
single unit of Bharat as a civilisation. The political stability gave rise to cultural
awareness, which reflected in the art and architecture that was patronized. The
Marathas, along with Sikhs, Jats, and theRajputs carved out massive construction activities spanning across the subcontinent.
International Journal of Studies in Public Leadership, Volume II, Issue 2 (November 2021)

114 Urban Development in 18th Century

These included the construction of new cities, redefining age-old highways,
conservingdestroyed temples as well as renewal of ancient Indian cities such as
Varanasi, Thanjavur, and Gwalior.
Ranoji Shinde, a cavalry leader in the army of Peshwa Bajirao I, set up his
base in Ujjain for governance. Later in the Maratha Confederacy, when the importance of Sardars like Shindes and Holkars rose, the cities of Indore, Ujjain,
and Gwalior came into prominence. Mahadaji Scindia, a religiously inclined
ruler, is noted to have made generous donations to Mathura and other temples
in North India during his days in Delhi. After the successful conquest of Delhi
by the Marathas, Mahadji Scindia had made it a point to capture Vrindavan
and the surrounding districts and place them under the direct administration of
the Peshwa, for which he received the grants in 1791.It had been a long wish of
the Peshwas to bring the holy sites of Varanasi, Ayodhya, Mathura, and Prayag
under direct Maratha administration.
Varanasi
The city prospered highly in the 18th century, even if it was not under direct Indian rule.The ancient city witnessed a massive surge in urban development and
in the construction of ghat-s and temples along the banks of the Ganga. The
Marathas, Rajputs, and later many Indian dynasties, including the Mysore state
and the Rana of Nepal, contributed individually to the revival of Kashi.
The Peshwas along with many rulers had a great reverence for Kashi and
spent a considerable amount of money in building ghat-s and places for pilgrims to stay. In 1735, The Dashashwamedh Ghat was redeveloped for saint
Swami Advaitanand and is said to be the original site where Brahmā performed
the Aśvamedha Yajña. This ghat iscentral to the city and is said to be later renovated by Ahilyabai Holkar, the queen of Indore. Around the same time, The
Manikarnika Ghat was built by Sadashiv Naik, who was the appointed banker
of Peshwa Bajirao I in the city. The ghat is characterized by a rich architectural
expression of stone shrines, richly crafted pillars, and terraces projecting into
the water edge, as well as smaller shrines that are partly sunk in thestream.
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Figure 5: Daniell, 1796. Dusasumade Gaut, at Benares, on The Ganges
[Aquatint]. British Library
The Bhonsales of Nagpur built one of the most remarkable ghats, named after themselves—The Bhonsale Ghat—flanked by stepped terraces and a private
mansion with accommodation for pilgrims to stay. The Munshi Ghat was built
by Sridhar Narayan Munshi, who was the finance minister in the court of Bhonsales. The Brij Rama Palace on the Munshi Ghat has been converted to a fivestar hotel today. The Scindias from Gwalior also ardently contributed to the redevelopment of Kashi. The Gai Ghat and Scindia Ghat constructed by Baizabai
Scindia in the early nineteenth century alongside the Sankata Devi Temple built
by Gehna Bai are fine examples of their spiritual patronages.
The Rana Ghat was built by the Rana of Udaipur and many of the buildings
on the ghat were used as accommodation and schools for Pundits and Brahmins in training. Interesting to note is the observatory of Raja Sawai Jai Singh
II, situated closeto the Dashashwamedh Ghat; he built other such observatories
in Delhi, Mathura, Ujjain, and Jaipur as well.
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The early development of the ghat-s has been a hallmark of all spiritual,
social, and religious activity since ancient times. In the pre-industrial times,
urban development centred on the riverbanks (primary water source); ghat-s
acted as dynamic activity precincts to carry out daily chores, cremations, etc.,
and provided spiritual fulfilment as well. Religious connotations or mythological importance associated with ghat-s or temples on a riverbank contribute to
the conservation of the ecological importance of the water body. The typology
of ghat-s thus differs from ‘riverfronts’ in the sense that a river is considered
a ‘living’ entity in the dharmic worldview, whereas riverfronts are about rejuvenating the already ‘dead’ aquatic and urban ecosystem around a water body
after being degraded by industrialisation and uncontrolled urbanisation.
The contribution of Hindu rulers to the redevelopment of ancient Indian
cities such as Varanasi and Prayag is thus remarkable. It serves as a lesson for
us today, while contextualizing time with the spaces we build. With the political
revival of the Hindu consciousness, the translation of civilisational realisation
into socio-cultural production through the creation of new arts, sculpture and
architecture is a lesson yet to be learned.
Ahilyabai Holkar’s Single-handed Contribution
Ahilyabai Holkar, the pious Queen of Malwa, is known for her thirty-year-long
rule in the latter half of the 18th century from 1765 to 1795. Her regime, considered one of the best in her time, has fetched appreciation from historians and
researchers across timelines. She is better known for the massive construction
of public infrastructure including temples, ghat-s, and dharmshala-s, which
are credited to have revived the pilgrimage tradition in India after centuries
of destruction. It is important to note that the era that preceded hers was an
episode of darkness, marked by frequent destructions,raids, and plundering of
Hindu pilgrimage sites carried out by invading Islamic dynasties. Ahilyabai singlehandedly carried out re-construction and conservation of destroyed temples
and pilgrimage sites, built ghat-s primarily across Ganga, Narmada, Godavari,
and several other rivers. Her portfolio also includes buildings and dharmshala-s for pilgrims and ascetics who travelled across the country for spiritual fulfilment. For perpetual and sustainable maintenance of these temples, she followed the model of granting villages to the Brahmins who were responsible for
the operation of these temple sites. Stretching from Pashupatinath Mandir in
Nepal to Rameswaram in the South, from Nathdwara in Rajasthan to a plethora
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of ghat-s and temples in Varanasi, her architectural vision has truly redefined
the sacred geography of the Indian Civilisation. The re-construction of temples
thus not only brought a new life to ritualism but also served as a fitting political
answer to the notorious onslaught on the plural, diverse and polytheistic dharmic traditions. Thus, her work needs to be studied independently in the light of
how the political will of a seminal figure from the 18th century has transformed
the character of pilgrimage on the pan-subcontinental level.
An exhaustive list of her patronage in built construction that spanned the
subcontinent is given below.
Construction activity:
Restoration/refunction/renovation

No.

Place

Construction activity: Built

1

Ayodhya

Shriram Mandir, a
Dharmshala

2

Amarkantak

Dharmshala

3

Anand-kanand

4

Alampur

Harihareshwar Mandir, Chattri
of Malharrao Holkar,Khanderao Martand Mandir

5

Ujjain

Chintamani Ganpati Mandir

Mahakaleshwar Mandir

6

Varanasi

Manikarnika Ghat, Ahilyabai
Ghat, Vishweshwar Mandir,
Ahilyoddharkeshwar, and Gautameshwar Mandir-s.

Dashashwamedh Ghat

7

Kedarnath

Dharmshala and Waterwells

8

Kolhapur

Vishveshwar Jyotirlinga

Ambabai Mandir
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9

Gangotri

Vishwanath, Kedarnath,Annapurna,
and BhairavMandir-s, Dharmshala-s

10

Gaya

Vishnupad Mandir, Laxmi-Narayan
Mandir with her idol revering the
deity

11

Chitrakoot

Ram Mandir

12

Jejuri

Malhar - Gautameshwar Mandir
in the name of herin-laws, Vitthal,
Martand Mandir, Janai Mahadev
Mandir, and Malhar Lake

13

Tryambakeshwar

A Stepwell

14

Dev-Prayag

Anna Chattra

15

Dwarka

Refunctioning of the temple,
gifted villages to the priest for
the upkeep of the same

16

Darukavan

Nageshwar Mandir

17

Nathdwara

Dharmshala, Waterwell

18

Nashik

AhilyaRam Mandir, Templesalong
the Ramkund, Ghats along Godavari Basin

19

Naimishyaranya

Dharmshala

Tryambakeshwar Shiva Mandir

inclusion of annual donation
tothe temple
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20

Parali

Vaaijnath Jyotirlinga Mandir

21

Nepal

Refunctioning of Pashupatinath
Mandir

22

Pandharpur

Shri Ram Mandir,Dharmshalas

23

Paithan

Anna Chattra

24

Puntambe

a ghat on the river

25

Rudraprayag

Prayag Ghat

26

Badrinarayan

Shrihari Mandir

27

Bharatpur Tehri

Dharmshala

28

Bhimashankar

29

Mandaleshwar

Ghat, Shiva Mandir

30

Mathura

Dharmshala

31

Rameshwaram

Hanuman Mandir, ShriRadha
Krishna Mandir,Dharmshala and
Anna Chattra, Stepwell

32

Vrindavan

Chain Bihari Mandir, Kaliyadeha
Ghat, Chir Ghat, Dharmshala,
Anna Chattra, AStepwell in Red
Sandstone

33

Verul (Ellora)

A Stepwell

34

Srisailam

Mallikarjuna Mandir

35

Satara

Waterwell at Mahadev
Mandir

36

Somnath

Built a new temple ofSomnath

37

Mehkar

Temples, Dharmshala

38

Lonar

39

Bharatpur

Mandir, Dharmshala, Kund

40

Belur

Ganpati, Pandurang, Jaleshwar,
Khandoba, Tirthraj, and Fire
Mandir-s

Refunctioning and an annual
donation to the Bhimashankar
Mandir

Restoration of Ghrishneshwar
Mandir

Restoration of Temples
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Conclusion
The epoch of regional dynasties in the 18th century was an experiment in politicalassertion that highlighted the civilisational identity of the people of Bharat.
Kingdoms rose and collapsed but facilitated a much need churn in the Hindu society. However blurred the religious references in the academic discourse
might be, urban development and socio-political aspiration, when viewed in
tandem, underlined the “civilisational consciousness” of the architecture of the
time. This study revealed the following factors that contributed to the development in the 18th century:
Role of leadership in shaping the architectural identity of spaces and, therefore,
affirming the greater cultural identity of the nation.
1. Interpretation of ancient wisdom and practices like Vāstu Śāstra
and applyingthem with respect to the context.
2. Increase in the patronage of public architecture as opposed to the
imperial, whencompared with the previous century.
3. Pan-Indian approach in building public infrastructure which
• facilitates migration and tourism of people across different
corners of thecountry.
• celebrates the regional identity, which is acknowledged
nationally bypilgrims touring the religious circuits
across the country.
• contributes to acknowledging the varied interpretations
and diverse stylesof the common culture among people who
crisscross the subcontinent seeking spiritual fulfilment.
4. Importance of people-centric spaces like kund-s (waterwells),
dharmshala-s,anna chattra-s, etc., to foster interaction on a
societal level.
5. Usage of vernacular building typologies to support local
craftsmen, sculptors,artisans.
The aim of this paper was to bring to light the civilisational undertones of urbanism in the post-medieval period. The more the historical narratives of the
time gain traction in the public discourse, the higher the need for academic assessments of the cultural advances. The cities of Pune and Jaipur were selected
for the study becausethey not only stood out as political capitals of the time but
also manifested the timeless cultural pursuits in the way they were built and
evolved. The sensitivity of Peshwa Nanasaheb to build the public water system
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or the ingeniousness of Sawai Jai Singh to interpret the Navagraha Mandala
demonstrates the role leadership plays in the development of a region. The values in sustainability, inclusion and climate responsivityare deeply rooted in the
local architecture of the place and, hence, the Indian typologies of the ghats,
temples, and step-wells deserve to enter the modern discourse as well. The rise
of the Indian dynasties led to the establishment of Pune, Jaipur, Nagpur, and
Indore alongside Lucknow in the 18th century. With the development of new cities owingto the rise in urban migration, ancient Indian towns such as Varanasi,
Ujjain, Gwalior, and Thanjavur saw a regeneration in the same period. The zeal
of Ahilyabai Holkar to rebuild destructed temples as well as build many new
ones contributed to the resilience and perseverance of theistic traditions which
continue to flourish to this day.
The development of cities is essential for existence of any civilisation, as
they are the bedrock of humanity to progress. Effective handling of services,
controlled urbanisation processes, sustainable and human-centric approach in
design combine to make better cities for tomorrow. What we need for a renewed cultural consciousness today is identity for our cities. Jaipur—a UNESCO world heritage city—stands out as an example in interpreting its built heritage to modern times. The city of Pune, an IT Hub,is driving change in adopting
a human centric-approach in tactical urbanism. The rebuilding of the temples
at Somnath and Ayodhya is a testimony to a “civilisational state” in progress.
India stands at a point in history, navigating to a promised future marked by
extensive urbanisation and infrastructural development. It also yearns for a decolonial identity through projects like the redevelopment of the Central Vista
and building a common Secretariat. Indian cities largely need to create alternative cultural identities for themselves. Eighteenth century urbanism has many
valuable lessons to offer.
Glossary
When urbanism terms in native languages are attributed in English and contemporary references are stylized over traditional systems of construction, the
local nuances in the ethnic design are lost in translation. It is thus important
to build or retain and promote a vocabulary for architecture that is contextual.
Here are a few typologies rooted in Indian value systems that need to be interpreted for the current times while retaining the way they are defined in the local
language.
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Peth: A mixed-use congregation of built entities often centred around an urban
environment. Peth, a Marathi word, is characterized by agglomerations of peopleinvolved in the commercial and service sectors.
Chowk/Chaupar: A chowk is where two boulevards intersect. The chowk
(square) not only acts as a datum for exchange across any two axes of mobility
(often mutually perpendicular) but also renders an identity to the space being a
node in the transit system.
Ghat: Ghat is a traditional riverfront built on a riverbank in order to facilitate
theconnection between the river and the urban realm.
Mandir: A mandir is a temple, which is considered as the residence of a deity;
also acts as a space for social congregation and gathering.
Darwaza: Darwaza or mahadwar is a gateway in a walled city for access from
one point to another.
Dharmshala: A sanctuary or a residence for pilgrims and ascetics.
Anna Chattra: Shelters offering food (usually inside a temple precinct) to the
devotees.
Houd: A community waterwell.
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